them in the meadow or at the baths, and commits to his waxed tablets every word that is spoken ; his style is even busy whilst they chat in returning to the house, and he records how Monica impatiently drags them in to the expectant dinner. The notes are then copied into c long-hand,' revised by Augustine, and we have one of his thousand works.1
The first work which was composed in this way consisted of the three books of dialogues, Contra Academicos. The master had given his pupils the Hortensius to read, and had then introduced his notary, and started a discussion on the pursuit of truth. It is a sad proof of the slight-ness of Augustine's knowledge of the history of philosophy that he suggests (an opinion which he frequently repeated in after life) that the Academics were not really sceptics at all, but held the ideas of Plato, which they concealed by a kind of philosophic ' discipline of the secret.' However, he proposes for discussion the theory commonly attributed to them — that man can never reach the truth, though he may find happiness in the pursuit of it. His two young
1 Possidius, his disciple, numbers 1030 of his works, including letters and sermons.e has at his elbow the shorthand writer who is to shadow him throughout life. He sits amongst senatorial rank and had died a Christian. Verecundus also died a Christian. admit these miracles until years afterwards.
